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Pentagon celebrates gay troops 
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By Rowan Scarborough - The Washington Times 



Tuesday, June 25, 201 3 



The Pentagon on Tuesday toasted gays in the military, with a top adviser 
to President Obama declaring the country is "safer" now that they may 
serve openly in the ranks. 
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Army Brig. Gen. Tammy Smith 
(right) became the military's first 
openly gay ... more > 
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"Because we repealed 'don't ask, don't tell,' our military ... is stronger and 
our country is safer, more equal and more just," said Valerie Jarrett, the 
keynote speaker at the Pentagon 's gay pride celebration. 

It was the Defense Department second annual gay pride gathering since 
September 201 1, when Mr. Obama signed the repeal of "don't ask, don't 
tell," a ban on gays serving openly in the military implemented during the 
Clinton administration. 

This year's 35-minute gathering in the Pentagon auditorium was more 
low-key and shorter than last year's event, which featured a gay Marine 
officer, an Air Force lawyer and a lesbian West Point graduate. 

Wednesday's speakers were assembled by a new group, DOD Pride, and 
featured three senior officials, topped by Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel . 

"We're very proud of everything the gay and lesbian community have 
contributed and continue to contribute," Mr. Hagel said. "With their 
service, we are moving closer to fulfilling the country's founding vision 
that all of us are created equal." 
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Pentagon to extend benefits to gay couples in wake of 
DOMA ruling 
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By Kristina Wong - The Washington Times 



Wednesday. June 26, 201 3 
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The U.S. Supreme Court's striking down of the Defense of Marriage Act 
on Wednesday has cleared the way for military members and their same- 
sex spouses to receive the same benefits as married heterosexual 
couples. 
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Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
prepares to testify on Capitol Hill i 
Washington ... more > 
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"We think it's the right decision, and we're looking forward to taking that 
decision and implementing the required next steps," Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel told reporters Wednesday at the Pentagon . 

SEE RELATED: Supreme Court hands double win to gay-marriage backers 

After a customary 25-day waiting period following Supreme Court 
rulings, the Pentagon will begin to make available to homosexual 
spouses all the benefits that heterosexual spouses enjoy, including burial 
at military cemeteries, defense officials said. 

The Pentagon already had planned to begin issuing military ID cards to 
the same-sex partners of military personnel, starting Sept. 1. Issuing the 
cards will take between six to 1 2 weeks, officials said Wednesday. 

The cards will entitle same-sex spouses to benefits such as access to 
counseling and low-price commissaries, medical and dental care, 
housing and transportation allowances, survivor benefits and other 
bonuses that had been denied to them under DOMA. 

Officials said they are reviewing whether same-sex spouses will be able 
to travel overseas with their deployed partners. 

"The Joint Staffs have been very clear that we'll follow the law of the 
land," said Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey , chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, who spoke to reporters with Mr. Hagel . "The law of the land has 
just changed, and we will now as quickly as possible assess what that 
means." 
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Pentagon to extend benefits to spouses of 
gay servicemembers 



RECOMMENDED VIDEOS 



Published June ?ff 2013 / Associated Pwss 



Print 



* Tweet 33 
Share 



Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel says the Pentagon will begin the 
process to extend health care, housing and other federal benefits 
to the same-sex spouses of military members as soon as 
possible* 

Wednesday's Supreme Court decision opens the door for married 
gay couples to get federal benefits. 

Defense officials estimate there are 18,000 same-sex couples in 
the active duty. National Guard and Reserves. It's unclear how 
many of those are married. The court ruling also could allow 
same-sex spouses to be buried at Arlington Cemetery. 

The Pentagon has said that by Oct 1 , it would extend a variety of 
benefits to same-sex partners, including access to on-base 
commissaries and some health and welfare programs. 

The repeal of the ban on openly gay military service took effect in 
September 2011. 
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Hagel hails gay pride at transformed Pentagon 
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Tom Vanden Brook, USA TODAY 

The most remarkable thing about the Pentagon 
celebrating Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Pride Month on Tuesday is how unremarkable it is. 

The integration, if not full acceptance of gay and 
lesbian troops (transgender need not try to enlist as 
they are barred from service) has come with 
lightning speed, at least by the Pentagon's 
standards. 



In the months and years leading up to the repeal of the military's 'don't ask don't tell* 
policy in July 201 1 , top brass resisted the change that would allow gay and lesbian 
troops to serve openly. The Marine Corps commandant at the time, Gen, James 
Conway, told the Senate that 'don't ask don't tell* policy which resulted in more than 
14.500 gay troops being expelled from the armed forces when their sexuality became 
known, "works." 

In 2007, Marine Gen. Peter Pace, then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the 
Chicago Tribune: "l believe that homosexual acts between individuals are immoral, 
and that we should not condone immoral acts." 

In 2009, on a two-week tour of Helmand province in Afghanistan it was common to 
hear young troops shout gay slurs at one another It seemed less homophobic than 
bad adolescent behavior, which is certainty less tolerated in the military now. 

Then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates and Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, began pushing for the repeal of the "don't ask" policy. Mullen set the 
standard for the change, telling the Senate in 2010: 

"There is no gray area here," he said. "We treat each other with respect, or we find 
another place to work Period.* 

Today, gay troops and top officials, including acting Secretary of the Air Force Eric 
Fanning, serve with little controversy. That's mostly a credit to the military's 
professionalism whose hallmarks are good discipline and following orders, its 
problems with sexual assault notwithstanding. 

At the Pentagon on Tuesday, Fanning, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel and Valerie 
Jarrett senior adviser to President Obama, called gay and lesbian troops integral to 
the military's efforts. Posters advertising the event plaster pillars at the building's 
entrance. 

Now that they can serve openly, Hagel said, gay and lesbian troops make "our nation 
and our military stronger, much stronger/ 

That's not to say gay and lesbian troops and their families have full equality. Despite 
Leon Panetta's attempts to kick down barriers for gays and women in the services on 
his way out the door earlier this year as Defense secretary, some remain. Healthcare 
and housing allowances and recognition of gay marriage is prevented by the Defense 
of Marriage Act. 

The Supreme Court is expected to rule on that law soon. 
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Hagel Says Pentagon to Move Quickly on Gay-Marriage Benefits 

By Gopal Ralnam 

June 26. 201 3 3:41 PM EDT 
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e same-sex spouses of military personnel after the Supreme Court today struck 
government from doing so, Defense SecretaryChuck Hagel said. 



"The De partment of Defense intends to make the same benefits available to all military spouses -- regardless of sexual 
orientation — as soon as possible," Hagel said today in an e-mailed statement. "That is now the law, and it is the right 
thing to do." 

The Supreme Court, in a 5-4 decision, today overturned the Defense of Marriage Act, which defines marriage as a 
heterosexual union, saying it violates the rights of married gay couples by denying them government benefits. 

Among the benefits currently available to opposite-sex spouses that will be extended are housing, medical and dental 
provisions as well as burial privileges at Arlington National Cemetery, according to a separate statement by the Defense 
Department. 

Within 1 2 weeks the Defense Department will begin to update and process identification cards for same-sex military 
spouses, the Pentagon said. 

"We are carefully reviewing command sponsorship for overseas tours, and all applicable Status of Forces agreements," 
the department also said, hinting at unresolved issues such as whether gay married couples can live together in overseas 
bases where that would conflict with cultural values of a host nation. 

The changes signal an end to the last remaining distinctions dividing straight and gay service members. In 201 1 , the 
Obama administration ended the "don't ask, don't tell" policy that barred gays from serving openly in the armed forces. 

To contact the reporter on this story: Gopal Ratnam in Washington at gratnaml @bloomberq.net 

To contact the editor responsible for this story: Larry Liebert at lliebert@bloomberg.net 
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Pentagon officials speak of progress at gay 
pride event 
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WASHINGTON — Acting Air Force Secretary 
Eric Fanning on Tuesday told an audience at 
the Defense Department's official gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender Pride Month event of 
sitting in the back of the room as a young 
Pentagon staffer, listening to the Pentagon 
brass talk with undisguised hostility about gay 
troops. 

"It was hard 20 years ago to hear how people 

talked about gays and lesbians in such 

blistering and emotional ways — about A participant in a Pride Month event at the 

individuals who wanted nothing more than the ^^^^^^^^^S^}}' 

right to serve their country while also being 

honest about who they were," he said. "It was 
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Gay Pride.. .at the Pentagon 

By Mark Thompson (£>MarkThompson_DC June 26, 201 3 
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Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel toasting gay-pride month at the Pentagon on Wednesday. 



It may be tough for some to believe, but Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel led the celebration of Lesbian. Gay. Bisexual 
Transgender Pride Month in the Pentagon auditorium 
Wednesday. 
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"We're very proud of everything the gay and lesbian community have contributed, and continue to contribute," 
Hagel said. "With their service, we are moving closer to fulfilling the country's founding vision, that all of us are 
created equal." 

It wasn't too long ago there was widespread gnashing of teeth and dire warnings that the U.S. military would fall 
apart if openly gay men and women were allowed to serve. 

That never happened, which speaks volumes about those, both gay and straight, wearing the nation's uniform.. .as 
well as those who predicted the apocalypse. 

Eric Fanning, who has been serving as the acting secretary of the Air Force since. ..Friday, is the most senior openly- 
gay person ever to serve in the Pentagon. He closed Wednesday's event with some heartfelt remarks. 
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Hagel hails gay pride at Pentagon 
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As the US awaits a decision on gay marriage by the Supreme Court, the US military celebrates 
gay and lesbian troops at a special Pentagon event. 




There were no rainbow flags. Only the stars and stripes hung proudly. Fancy dress costumes were 
substituted for smartly turned out uniforms. Colourful strings of beads were absent. In their place instead 
were military badges of honour, writes Rebecca Tyers. 
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Pentagon Moves to Give Benefits 
to Gay Spouses 



Thursday, 27 Jun 2013 03:37 PM 
By Sandy Fitzgerald 
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The spouses of homosexuals in the military will be among those receiving federal 
benefits, including being buried at Arlington National Cemetery, the Pentagon said 
Wednesday just hours after sections of the Defense of Marriage Act was 
overturned. 

"We will move very swiftly, expeditiously, on implementing the law," said Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel. The Pentagon is still reviewing information to determine 
how much it will cost the Defense Department to include medical dental, and 
housing benefits for same-sex partners, reports U.S. News and World Report. 

Even though the Defense Department has been slammed by sequestration and 
forced to make deep budget cuts, including shutting down combat brigades, Hagel 
said the department "has a responsibility to carry out the law of the land — the 
decision the Supreme Court gave today — from this place." 

Hagel a former US. senator from Nebraska, said the Pentagon welcomes the court's 
decision, and "intends to make the same benefits available to all military spouses — 
regardless of sexual orientation — as soon as possible," 

The benefits will be available to all members of the military, regardless of whether 
the state where they are stationed allows gay marriages, according to The 
Washington Times. 

Some benefits had already been available for same-sex spouses since 2010, after 
President Barack Obama signed the repeal of "Don 1 ! Ask, Don't Tell" bill that 
prohibited homosexuals from sewing openly in the military, reports Time 
Magazine, 

After the repeal, service members could designate gay spouses as beneficiaries for 
life insurance* as the primary person to be contacted in the event of casualty* and 
be designated to receive the U,S. flag at a military funeral. 

But since the court's DOMA ruling, benefits for same-sex couples will extend 
rapidly. The most costly changes will involve housing and medical care. Time 
reports. Medical care, which is virtually free, will be extended to same-sex spouses, 
who before had to seek medical coverage elsewhere. 

In addition, the military's Basic Allowance for Housing will now allow same-sex 
couples to apply for married housing on base or to receive a housing allowance for 
living off base. 

Same-sex married couples will also be eligible for family separation pay, receiving 
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Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel says the Pentagon will 
'immediately* begin work to provide benefits to same- 
sex couples. 



Working with the Justice Department and other 
executive branch agencies, the Pentagon "intends to 
make the same benefits available to all military 
spouses — regardless of sexual orientation --as 
soon as possible," Hagel said in a written statement 
That is now the Jaw and it is the right thing to do/ 

Hagel continued; "Every person who serves our 
nation in uniform stepped forward with courage and 
commitment All that matters is their patriotism, 
their willingness to serve their country, and their 
qualifications to do so. Toda/s ruling helps ensure 
that afl men and women who serve this country can 
be treated fairly and equally, with the full dignity and 
respect they so richly deserve/ 




Well said Mr. Secretary. 

Please join us and calf on Congress to finish the job that the Supreme Court started today, S/pn the petition to 
pass Tiie Respect For Marriage Act and support full marriage equality. 
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Pentagon to give marriage benefits to gay spouses following 
Supreme Court victory on DOMA 
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Defense Secretary Chuck Hagef just announced that the 
Pentagon will make marriage benefits available alt military 
spouses, regardless of sexual orientation* following the 
Supreme Court's decision to strike down Section 3 of the 
antt-gay Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) this morning. 

DOMA, among other things, forbade the federal government 
from providing the federal benefits of marriage to legally-wed 
gay couples 

StitI unresolved is whether the Pentagon will provide these 
benefits to gay couples from states where gay marriage is 
still not legal 



Still this Is huge news on a huge news day. I'd already reported earlier that an immigration judge In New 
York had stopped the deportation of a gay Colombian mag who is married to an American, following the 
Supreme Court's decision. 
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O'Reilly Factor. Hardball World News Tonight. Nightline & Reliable Sources. Full bio and article archive. 
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Pentagon to give marriage benefits to gay spouses following 
Supreme Court victory on DOMA 

6/26/2013 2:08pm by John Aravosis 



Tweet 



Jesu 
Said A 
HeWa 
God. 

Click Here to See 
How He Proved It'. 



r 



Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel just announced that the 
Pentagon will make marriage benefits available all military 
spouses, regardless of sexual orientation, following the 
Supreme Court's decision to strike down Section 3 of the 
anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) this morning. 

DOMA. among other things, forbade the federal government 
from providing the federal benefits of marriage to legally-wed 
gay couples. 

Still unresolved is whether the Pentagon will provide these 
benefits to gay couples from states where gay marriage is 
still not legal. 



Still, this is huge news on a huge news day. I'd already reported earlier that an immigration judge in New 
York had stopped the deportation of a gay Colombian man, who is married to an American, following the 
Supreme Court's decision. 
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Jarrett Keynotes Pentagon's Gay Pride Event, Touting Obama's 

'Most Significant Civil-Rights Accomplishment 1 

Similar gay-pride events were bang held at other U.S. installations including Kandahar 
and Bagramair bases in Afghanistan 



June 21 2013* I 4ip*r 



'Don't aslc don't teirwa^ remembered as a 'painful" era in the words of While House senior adviser Valerie Jarreti at the Pentagon's 
Lesbian* Gay. Bisexual* Transgender Pride Month event today 

But Jarrett. keynote speaker for the event in the Pentagon auditorium told the gathered service members and civilian employees that the 
congressional repeal of the Clinton-era policy *is one of the most significant civil-rights accomplishments of the president's career.*' 

Similar gay-pride events were being held at other U.S. installations across the 
world this week, including at Kandahar and Bagram air bases in 
ultra: onservalive Islamist Afghanistan, lt*s the second year the Defense 
Department has designated an LGBT Pride Month. 

The Pentagon event opened with an mvocalion where the prayer lauded love 
refused to be constrained by culture creed or fear/ 

"Holy God, by the power of your love remind us that all people are created in thy 
image/ the chaplain leading the prayer said, adding that American armed forces 
help promote the 'amazing ideal* that people 'no matter who they love are 
created equal/ 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel. who received a long ovation from the audience, 
said the cf»en service of gays and lesbians 'makes our military and our nation 

stronger, much stronger * 

'We re very proud of everything the gay and lesbian community have 

contributed and continue to contribute With their service, we are moving closer to fulfilling the country's founding vision, that alt of us are 
created equal 4 Hagel continued 'It has never been easy to square the words of our forefathers with the stark realities of history. But what 
makes America unique, what gives us strength is our ability to correct our course/ 

'Over more than two centuries, our democracy has shown that while it is imperfect it can change, and it can change for the better/ he 
added 

Jarrett, wearing a pink suit, lauded Hagel as making ''an incredible difference in the lives of our men and women in uniform 'in his first few 
months an the job. She praised the DOD Pride group for coming "a long way"* since quietly meeting for morning coffee during 'Don't ask 
don't teir 
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'Because of you, the United States has the strongest and the best military in the wortd, dontcha think?* she said* 

*ln late 201 (XI hosted a meeting in the White House with a small, small group of active-duty gay and lesbian service member sand a couple 
of gay veterans that had been discharged. As you'll recall, Congress was in the midst of a debate over the repeal of don't ask, don't tell * 
And at that point there was not a dear pain to victory. Each person shared their story of what it was like to serve in the military and why 
trying to hide who they are was so hard," Jarreti said* -Seeing you all here today, proud and open and honest about who you are and who 
you love, brings the stories that I heard that day, those painful stories. Kill circle, because the president kept his promise* 



*As you know, change has been the defining theme of the Obama administration/ Obama s close confidante added, 
us to true equality for all. and closer to what the Constitution describes as a more perfect union/ 



.Change that propels 



Jarrett added that she met with a gay Marine Corps captain who joined during 'Don't ask. don't tell* but "believes that a true leader is 
honest and open, so his inability to share major parts of his life with his colleagues kept him from being the best leader that he could be/ 

"Since the repeal of 'don't ask don't tell/ however, he can serve, in hi swords, fully completely and with integrity And when he deploys in 
August, hell be taking his husband with him/ she said. 
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Jarrett Keynotes Pentagon's Gay Pride Event, Touting Obama's 
'Most Significant Civil-Rights Accomplishment' 

Similar gay-pride events were being held at other U.S. installations including Kandahar 
and Bagram air bases in Afghanistan. 
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"Don't ask, don't tell" was remembered as a "painful" era. in the words of White House senior adviser Valerie Jarrett, at the Pentagon's 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender Pride Month event today. 

But Jarrett keynote speaker for the event in the Pentagon auditorium, told the gathered service members and civilian employees that the 
congressional repeal of the Clinton-era policy "is one of the most significant civil-rights accomplishments of the president's career." 

Similar gay-pride events were being held at other U.S. installations across the 
world this week, including at Kandahar and Bagram air bases in 
ultraconservative Islamist Afghanistan. It's the second year the Defense 
Department has designated an LGBT Pride Month. 

The Pentagon event opened with an invocation, where the prayer lauded "love 
refused to be constrained by culture, creed or fear/' 

"Holy God, by the power of your love remind us that all people are created in thy 
image," the chaplain leading the prayer said, adding that American armed forces 
help promote the "amazing ideal" that people "no matter who they love are 
created equal" 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, who received a long ovation from the audience, 
said the open service of gays and lesbians "makes our military and our nation 
stronger, much stronger/' 

"We're very proud of everything the gay and lesbian community have 

contributed and continue to contribute. With their service, we are moving closer to fulfilling the country's founding vision, that all of us are 
created equal," Hagel continued. "It has never been easy to square the words of our forefathers with the stark realities of history. But what 
makes America unique, what gives us strength is our ability to correct our course." 

"Over more than two centuries, our democracy has shown that while it is imperfect, it can change, and it can change for the better," he 
added, 

Jarrett, wearing a pink suit, lauded Hagel as making "an incredible difference in the lives of our men and women in uniform" in his first few 
months on the job. She praised the DOD Pride group for coming "a long way" since quietly meeting for morning coffee during "Don't ask, 
don't tell." 

"Because of you, the United States has the strongest and the best military in the world, dontcha think?" she said. 

"In late 201 0, 1 hosted a meeting in the White House with a small, small group of active-duty gay and lesbian service members and a couple 
of gay veterans that had been discharged. As you'll recall. Congress was in the midst of a debate over the repeal of 'don't ask, don't tell.' 
And at that point, there was not a clear path to victory. Each person shared their story of what it was like to serve in the military and why 
trying to hide who they are was so hard," Jarrett said. "...Seeing you all here today, proud and open and honest about who you are and who 
you love, brings the stories that I heard that day, those painful stories, full circle, because the president kept his promise." 

"As vou know.chanae has been the defininci theme of the Obama administration." Obama's close confidante added, " „Chanae that orooels 
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Pentagon Rushes To Give Benefits To Gay Spouses 

From the Wall Street Journal: 




Pentagon Extends Benefits to Same-Sex Spouses 

By Julian E. Barnes | June 26. 2013 

Hours after the Supreme Court ruling, the Pentagon announced that it would move to quickly extend all benefits 
given to opposite sex spouses to same-sex couples including medical, dental and housing allowances. 

But what about the sequester? We thought the military didn't even have enough money to put ships to sea. but they can afford to 
expand benefits overnight? 

Defense officials also said that same sex spouses would have the same rights to be buried alongside war 
veterans buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

'The Department of Defense, will move very swiftly, expeditiously, on implementing the law, the decision of the 
Supreme Court,*' said Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel "We think it's the nght decision, and we're looking 
forward to taking that decision and implementing the required next steps." 

The Pentagon also said within six to 12 weeks same-sex spouses will be give official identification cards that 
will entitle them to equal access to military bases, child care programs, military commissaries, gyms and other 
facilities open to military families.. 

Yes, the Obama administration and even the Pentagon can act fast when they want to. 

One issue that could take longer to resolve is overseas tours. In some countnes, like Germany and Japan, 
military service members are allowed to bring spouses with Them. Defense officials said they are going to have 
to review local laws and bilateral military protection agreements with all countries before allowing same-sex 
spouses to accompany service members. 

A defense official said the intent is to ensure equal treatment of same- sex spouses, but the department must 
ensure that gay family members have the same protections when travelling overseas. 

We're sure they'll get more protection than our people in Benghazi. 

Officials said they couldn't immediately say how much equalizing benefits will cost the department. 

*The Joint Chiefs have been very clear that we'll follow the law of the land, and the law of the land has just 
changed and we will now as quickly as possible assess what that means," said Gen. Martin Dempsey, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. *l F m sure there will be some cost, but we'll figure it out because well follow 
the law of the land/ 

Money is no object when advancing a social agenda. Which, after all, is the real mission of the military these days 

This article was posted by Steve Gilbert on Thursday, June 27th 2013 Vou can leave a response. 
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DOMA change prompts Pentagon to extend full 
benefits to same-sex spouses of military members 
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By Leada Gore | lgore@aI.com 

Email the author | Follow on Twitter 

on June 26, 2013 at 2:47 PM, updated June 26, 201 3 at 2:58 PM 



Upcoming Event 



Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel (Center) walks with 
Valerie Jarrett, a senior advisor to President Barack 
Obama (Right) and acting Air Force Secretary Eric 
Fanning (Left) after the Defense Department's 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride 
Month event at the Pentagon on June 25. 
(Contributed photo/Erin A. Kirk-Cuomo) 



With the overturning 

of the Defense of 

Marriage Act, the 

Pentagon will begin 

work "immediately" 

on extending 

benefits - including 

healthcare and survivor's payments - to military spouses in 

same-sex relationships. 

In a written statement released Wednesday, Secretary of 
Defense Chuck Hagel said DOD will work with the 
Department of Justice and other executive branches to 
implement the Supreme Court decision. 

"The Department of Defense intends to make the same 
benefits available to all military spouses - regardless of 
sexual orientation - as soon as possible. That is now the law 
and it is the right thing to do," Hagel said. 

"Every person who serves our nation in uniform stepped 
forward with courage and commitment. All that matters is 
their patriotism, their willingness to serve their country, 
and their qualifications to do so. Today's ruling helps 
ensure that all men and women who serve this country can 
be treated fairly and equally, with the full dignity and 
respect they so richly deserve." he added. 

According to Pentagon figures, there are about 5,600 
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Pentagon Honors Gay, Lesbian Servicemembers 

06/27/2013 5:36 AM 



The Pentagon will hold its second LGBT pride event Tuesday to honor gay and lesbian servicemembers. 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel is set to host the event. It's the first time a sitting Secretary of Defense will 
attend a Pentagon pride gathering. 

Valerie Jarrett, the senior adviser to President Barack Obama, will serve as the keynote speaker. 

Gay Pride Month is celebrated each year during the month of June. The Pentagon first recognized Gay Pride 
Month last year following the repeal of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," the former ban on openly gay servicemembers. 



Photo Credit: Cindy Barrymore 
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Pentagon celebrates Gay Pride Month 

By Jeremy Herb - 06/25/1 3 04:00 PM ET 
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Almost two years after the Pentagon officially ended its "Don't ask, don't 
tell" policy, acting Air Force Secretary Eric Fanning addressed a Pentagon 
celebration of Gay Pride Month as the highest ranking openly gay 
Pentagon official in history. 

Fanning, who was named acting Air Force secretary after Michael Donley 
retired on Friday, talked about the seismic evolution he's seen in the two 
decades he's worked in the Pentagon. 

He started working at the Pentagon just as "Don't ask, don't tell" was 
being implemented, when he was the only openly gay Pentagon civilian 
appointee and openly gay service members would be kicked out of the 

military. 

"It was a difficult time, and it was a painful experience for me 
personally," Fanning said. "There were no other open LGBT appointees, 
and anyone serving openly in uniform was surely in the process of being 
discharged." 
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Fast-forward two decades, 
and the Pentagon has 
successfully implemented 
the repeal of the ban on 
openly gay and lesbian 
service members with 
remarkably few problems. 
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PENTAGON HOLDS GAY PRIDE EVENT 

By PAULINE JEUNEK -Jun. 26 3:06 PM EDT 

Home » U.S Department of Defense * Pentagon holds gay pride event 



WASHINGTON (AP) — In the course of a year, Marine Capt. M. 
Matthew Phelps says he went from being a gay man "in the closet," 
afraid of being discharged, to invitee at the White House gay pride 
reception, drinking champagne with his commander in chief. 

Phelps told his story Tuesday at the Pentagon's first-ever event to 
recognize the service of gay and lesbian troops. The historic event 
came nine months after repeal of the 18-year-old "don't ask don't 
tell" policy that had prohibited gay troops from serving openly and 
forced more than 13,500 service members out of the armed forces. 
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"Last June ... 1 was at a point in my career that if anyone had found 
out that I was gay ... I could have lost my job," Phelps told some 400 
uniformed and civilian Defense Department employees packed into 
a Pentagon auditorium. 

"A year later ... I, Capt. Matthew Phelps, was invited to attend this 
pride reception at the White House," Phelps said of the June 15 
reception hosted by President Barack Obama. "And I thought how 
amazing is it over the course of a year, I could go from being fired 
for being who I am, to having champagne with the commander in 
chief — on cocktail napkins with the presidential seal on it." 

Phelps appeared on a panel of current and former sendee members, 
some of whom told of their experiences before the repeal of "don't 
ask don't tell" and how life is different now. The audience filled the 
seats and dozens more stood along the walls, roughly 1 in 5 were in 
uniform and the rest Chilians who had not been subject to the old 
policy. 

"For those service members who are gay and lesbian, we lifted a real 
and personal burden from their shoulders." top Pentagon lawyer Jen 
Johnson said in a speech opening the event that lasted about an hour 
and a half. "They no longer have to live a lie in the military" or 
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Openly Gay, and Openly Welcomed in Congress 




Chades Dharflpak/A53oaaled Pres:- 



Representative Sean Patrick Maloney, tight, and his family posed with John A. Boehner, left 

By JEREMY W.PETERS 
Published: January 25. 2013 

WASHINGTON — When Mark Takano ran unsuccessfully for 
Congress twice in the early 1990s, his opponents tried to smear 
him as a "homosexual liberal" and a "nutzoid." One of them 
even had pink fliers printed that asked, "A Congressman for 
Riverside ... Or San Francisco?" 



®^ Enlarge This Image 




When he ran again last year, he 
won by almost 20 points. "Flash 
forward 18 years," Mr. Takano said 
recently, "and the very macho 
building tradesmen are behind me. 
I'm getting pictures with them in 
their hard hats." 



Drew Angerer foi The New York Times 

From left. Representatives Mark 
Takano, David Cicilline, Kyrsten 
Sinema, Sean Patrick Maloney and 
Mark Pocan were honored on Jan. 4 at 
a dinner celebrating the victories of 
seven newly sworn-in openly gay, 
lesbian and bisexual members of 
Congress. 
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For decades, the words "gay" and 
"Congress" were usually seen together only in stories 
of scandal and shame: an arrest after an illicit 
proposition in an airport bathroom, accusations of 
trawling for sex on a phone service. When Gerry E. 
Studds came out 30 years ago, the first congressman to 



do so, it was only after an affair with a 17-year-old 
Congressional page was revealed. 
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Proposal sends woman to the floor 



Added On July 04, 2013 

A man spent over a minute on his knee waiting to get his 

girlfriends attention to propose to her. She said, yes! 
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Youths hold banners during a vigil organized by the School Without Walls GSA in front 
of the US Supreme Court in Washington on March 25, 201 3 to demand equal justice 
before the law for LGBT people ahead of the marriage equality cases to be heard at the 
court on March 26 and 27. {Nicholas Kamm/AFP/Getty Images) 
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List of supporters of same-sex marriage in the United States 

This is an incomplete list which may never be able to satisfy particular standards for completeness. You can help by 
expanding it with reliably sourced entries. 

See also: List of organizations that support same- sex marriage in the United States 

Supporters of same-sex marriage in the United States are American citizens {most notably, current and former political 
officeholders), political and other organizations, and religious denominations, who support extending the right to marry 
to same-sex couples. The reform of marriage law has been the focus of many LGBT social movements. Same-sex 
marriage has gained the official support of several U.S. political parties, including the Democratic.'^Libertarian, Green, 
Socialist and Communist parties, as well as an increasing portion of the membership and elected leadership of the 
Republican Party. 



Political parties 

National 

The Democratic Party national platform, adopted in 201 2, explicitly supports same-sex marriage.' 2 ' 

Of the most significant third parties in the United States, the Green,' 3 ' the Communist,' 4 ' and the Socialist, 15 ' parties 
explicitly support the legalization of same-sex marriage as part of a nondiscrimination agenda. The Libertarian Party 
also wishes to lift the bans, but with the ultimate goal of marriage privatization.' 6 ' 

Main article: College Republican National Committee 



Affiliated national party organizations 

1. Lavender Greens' 7 ' 

2. Log Cabin Republicans' 8 ' 

3. National Stonewall Democrats' 9 ' 

4. Outright Libertarians' 10 ' 

5. Young Democrats of America' 1 ^ 

College Democrats of America state federations and 
chapters 

Main article: College Democrats of America 

1. Brandeis University Democrats' 12 ' 

2. Brown University Democrats' 12 ' 

3. Case Western Reserve University Democrats' 12 ' 

4. The College of New Jersey Democrats' 13 ' 

5. Claremont Colleges Democrats' 12 ' 

6. College of William and Mary Democrats' 12 ' 

7. Columbia University Democrats' 12 ' 

8. Cornell University Democrats' 12 ' 

9. Dartmouth College Democrats' 12 ' 

10. Georgetown University Democrats' 12 ' 

11. George Washington University Democrats 

12. Georgia Institute of Technology Democrats' 12 ' 

13. Harvard University Democrats' 12 ' 

14. Johns Hopkins University Democrats' 12 ' 



1. Boston University Republicans' 12 ' 

2. Columbia University Republicans' 1 2 ' 

3. Cornell University Republicans' 12 ' 

4. Tufts University Republicans' 12 ' 

5. University of Chicago Republicans' 12 ' 

6. Macalester College Republicans' 16 ' 

7. University of Miami Republicans' 12 ' 

8. University of Pennsylvania Republicans' 12 ' 

9. University of Rochester Republicans' 12 ' 

10. University of Southern California Republicans' 12 ' 

1 1 . University of Washington Republicans' 1 2 ' 

12. Yeshiva University Republicans' 12 ' 

State Democratic chapters 

1. California Democratic Party' 17 ' 

2. Colorado Democratic Party' 18 ' 

3. Connecticut Democratic Party' 19 ' 

4. Hawaii Democratic Party' 20 ' 

5. Iowa Democratic Party' 21 ' 

6. Maine Democratic Party' 22 ' 

7. Massachusetts Democratic Party' 23 ' 

8. Michigan Democratic Party' 24 ' 

9. Minnesota Democratic- Farmer-Labor Party' 25 ' 
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Scholarship and Gay Marriage 

March 1.2013 
Br Scott Jaschik 

WASHINGTON — Major disciplinary associations representing 
sociologists, psychologists and historians are offering the U.S. 
Supreme Court advice this week on two cases before it concerning 
gay marriage. 

In briefs filed or about to be filed with the court, the associations are 
citing what they call a scholarly consensus on key research issues 
that are part of the legal arguments before the court So while many 
scholars In the associations support gay marriage rights, the briefs 
themselves focus on scholarly issues. And briefs filed by individuals - 
* some of them scholars — opposed to gay marriage deal with some 
of the same research questions, but draw very different conclusions. 

In addition, at least one college — Patrick Henry College — has filed a 
brief with the Supreme Court opposing gay marriage. "[Biased on its 
moral convictions arising from Its traditional Christian faith, the 
college views the practice of homosexuality as moral error and would 
refuse any recognition of same-sex marriage for any of its internal 
purposes," the brief says. The outcome of this litigation could operate 
effectively to change the law of Virginia to require legal recognition of 
same-sex marriage within the Commonwealth. This could impact the 
College's ability to deny such recognition for its internal purposes/ 

Most of the briefs from disciplinary associations and groups of 
scholars focus on research. Briefs by the American Sociological 
Association and the American Psychological Association discuss at 
length research on the children of same-sex couples. Opponents of 
gay marriage have argued that children benefit from being raised by a 
mother and father in a traditional, opposite-sex marriage — and the 
social science associations say that there is no valid research basis 
for such a claim. Because courts generally want to see a public good 
or compelling reason to justify discrimination, and because 
opponents of gay marriage cite child-rearing as part of their 
argument, the issue at play here could be significant. 

The American Historical Association, meanwhile. Is Joining a brief 
being filed today by individual historians on the narrow question of 
the way marriage law has been set in the United States. The 
historians' brief argues that the Defense of Marriage Act, a federal law 
barring gay marriage, runs counter to the tradition in the United States 
of Congress deferring to states on issues related to marriage. The 
brief argues that there should not be bans on states permitting same- 
sex marriage, but it does not argue that states should be required to 
permit It 

Children and a Controversial Study 

One reason cited by the disciplinary associations for filing briefs was 
their frustration with how research they question is being used by 
critics of gay marriage. Likewise, social scientists opposed to gay 
marriage accuse the disciplinary associations of relying on flawed 
research. One brief filed by seven social scientists prior to the APA's 
brief, predicted (accurately it turns out) that it and other groups would 
argue that children of same-sex couples do just fine -- and the seven 
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A new investigation has further highlighted the culture of impunity that exists within the Honduran police 
force. 

The Associated Press heard testimony that strongly suggests that people are being disappeared by roving 
groups of armed officers. 



There are claims that the US Congress may be funding these units. 

Last August Congress held back S30m in Honduran aid precisely 
because of concerns over the human rights record of the country's 
top police officer Juan Carlos Bonilla. 

But that money was later restored on condition that it went to units 
not under Bonilla's control. 
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However, AP reports that Honduran law prohibits any police unit from operating outside the command of the 
chief of police, 

Honduras has the highest murder rate in the world Much of it is ascribed to gang violence But rights groups 
say the chaos Is also being used as a cover to target political opponents. 

So, is the US state department misleading Congress about possible US funding for Honduran death squads? 

Inside Story Americas, with presenter ShihabRattansi. is joined by guests; Alberto Arce. the Honduras 
correspondent for Associated Press and the co-founder of Rights Action; and Annie Bird who's worked 
extensively in Honduras. 
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'Ruthless' in handling sexual assault? Let's 
take some lessons from our allies 

Posted By Thomas E Ricks ■ Wednesday June 1 9, 201 3 - 1 0:34 AM 

By Donna McAleer 

Best Defense guest columnist 

One would think that when the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and members of their staffs took their seats 
in the Senate Armed Services Committee {SASC) 
hearing on June 4. 201 3, they would come armed 
with statements promising change and detailing 
actions being implemented. But, instead of being 
like Lt Gen, David Morrison, chief of staff of the 
Australian Defense Force, who inspirationally 
went bare knuckles on the issue, stating in a 
video distributed to his command and his 
country, and posted on YouTube r "I will be 
ruthless in ridding the Army of people who cannot 
live up to its values," our chiefs can't even talk a 
good fight? 

At the June 4 SASC hearing they delivered 
confessions of failure (Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey "We have become too complacent/ Army Chief of Staff Gen. 
Ray odiemo: "We have failed in our efforts to date to fully protect our soldiers, civilians, family 
members from sexual assault and sexual harassment within our ranks."), apologies, and, most 
astonishingly ignorance of what the militaries of our allies have done and are doing to address the 
issue When questioned by Sea Roy Blount how U.S. allies had dealt with sexual assault, since the 
problem has been known for years, Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations, 
responded that was "something I should have done" 

Unlike the militaries in Australia, Canada, Israel, Germany, the United Kingdom, and most of our 
NATO allies, who no longer allow unit commanders to determine the prosecution of sexual assault 
cases, American military law requires that the officers directly in command of individuals charged 
with sexual assault offenses decide how the cases are handled The result is that only 8 percent of 
military sexual assault cases are prosecuted and only two percent are convicted. Even after 
admitting the failure of the present system, and after President Barack Obama in his graduation 
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The Ten Scariest Republicans Heading to Congress 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

• Introduction 

• Meet Renee Ellmers: Cracking down on Monarchy and Mosques 

• Meet Tom Marino: Plagued by Corruption Charges 

• Meet Tim Walberg: A Birther Goes to Washington 
■ Meet Vicky Hartzler: Missouri's Anti-Gay Zealot 

• Meet Lou Barletta: America's Anti-Immigrant Mayor Heads to Congress 

• Meet Tim Griffin: Karl Rove's Man in Congress 

• Meet Allen West Fanatical Opponent of Muslims, Immigrants, Progressives & Obama 

• Meet Alan Nunnelee: Mississippi's Newest Member of Congress is on a "Crusade to 
Save America" 

• Meet Raul Labrador: Bryan Fischer's Favorite Tea Partier 

• Meet Sandy Adams: Conspiracy-Theorist, Religious Extremist 

Introduction 

Reaping the rewards of anti-incumbent sentiment. Republicans made enormous gains in 
the House of Representatives in the 201 elections. While the majority of Americans agree 
that the vote was no mandate for the Republicans' agenda, the new GOP House leadership, 
empowered by the most far-right Freshman Class since 1994, is nevertheless looking to 
impose a radical agenda. The House GOP's Freshman Class provides an extreme far-right 
backbone for the GOP's agenda-many newly-elected members based their campaigns on 
propagating anti-government extremism, appealing to bizarre and debunked conspiracy 
theories, denigrating gays, immigrants, and Muslims, and pledging to repeal multiple 
amendments of the U.S. Constitution. 

In this profile of the "Ten Scariest Republicans Heading to Congress," People For the 
American Way looks into newly elected members of the House, from Tea Party all-star 
Allen West to anti-gay activist Vicky Hartzler to Bush-crony Tim Griffin. The 'Ten Scariest" 
include incoming congressmen who have been clouded by ethics scandals, lied about 
health care reform, and have ties to extremist groups. Among the ten, all share rapidly anti- 
choice and anti-equality views, enthusiastic support from the Religious Right, and 
reactionary economic ideas. Now, as members of the new GOP majority, the radical 
Freshman Class will have significant clout to promote Tea Party economics, lend 
credibility to dangerous conspiracy theories, and roll back the rights of women, 
immigrants, and gay people. 

Meet Renee Ellmers: Cracking down on Monarchy and Mosques 

Tea Party activist Renee Ellmers defeated Democratic Rep. Bob Etheridge by less than 1 % 
of the vote in North Carolina's second district 
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A self-declared "product of the tea party/' Ellmers ran on an anti-health care and anti- 
stimulus platform: she compared President Obama to "Louis XIV, the Sun King" and 
asserted that his administration is establishing "a socialistic form of government." She 
blasted Democrats for their "imperial ruling class attitude," and referred to the economic 
stimulus plan as "massive government takeovers of the economy," 

Ellmers believes that Obama puts the country at risk because he supposedly refuses "to 
recognize - and tell the American people - [that] he understands radical Islamic terrorism 
does exist" She also launched an ugly and bigoted campaign ad equating all Muslims with 
the 9/1 1 terrorists. Q arguing that the planned Islamic Community Center in Lower 
Manhattan is a "victory mosque" and a symbol of Muslim conquest: 

Narrator: "After the Muslims conquered Jerusalem, and Cordoba and Constantinople, they 
built victory mosques. And now, they want to build a mosque near Ground Zero. Where 
does Bob Etheridge stand? He won't say, won't speak out, won't take a stand." 



Ellmers: "The terrorists haven't won, and we should tell them in plain English, 'No, there will 
never be a mosque at Ground Zero.'" 

In an interview with Anderson Cooper, she suggested that Obama's foreign policy subtly 
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Gay marriage: A look inside the court's rulings 




Reuters Photo: Jonathan Ernst 

msrilnm- 6/27/13 By Ken Millstone of MSN News 
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This U.S. Supreme Court issued on Wednesday victories to supporters of marriage equality in DOMA and California Proposition 8 
cases, but questions remain. 

WASHINGTON — Supporters of same-sex marriage scored two victories Wednesday as the Supreme Court struck down the 
controversial Defense of Marriage Act and issued a narrower ruling on California's Proposition 8, which paves the way for gay marriage 
to resume in the nation's most populous state. 

But when the Court declined to rule on whether gay men and lesbians have a fundamental right to marry, it delivered an implicit 
message to those seeking such a right: Don't hurry back. 

All nine of the justices, with their votes and rhetoric in the cases, signaled they either would never be willing, or are not ready yet, to cut 
off the unfolding state -by- state legislative debate on gay marriage. The five-justice alliance that came together in one case to extend 
federal benefits to same-sex couples splintered in the other case to avoid facing a larger test on the constitutional right 

Related: O pponents of gay marriage rulings speak out 

The dual actions revealed that even the liberal justices want to wait a little longer — perhaps for more state action. Thirteen of the 50 
states allow gay marriage. More than 30 states do not recognize such unions. In the past, justices have demonstrated that they do not 
want to be too far out ahead of the country. 

In some ways the lineup on the first case, which struck down a 1996 law that denied federal benefits to married gay couples that were 
available to opposite-sex couples, was predictable. Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote the opinion. Kennedy had previously taken the lead 
in two cases, decided in 1996 and 2003, that favored gay rights. On Wednesday, he was joined by the court's four liberals. 




Reuters Photo: James Lawler DuqQa n 



Click image to see photo gallery 



Gay men and lesbians should not be relegated to a second-class status, Justice Kennedy declared as he announced the opinion in 
United States v. Windsor. Grounding the decision in principles of due process and equal protection, he said Congress cannot treat 
legally married gay couples differently. He said the disputed provision of the federal Defense of Marriage Act "tells those couples and 
all the world, that their otherwise valid marriages are unworthy of federal recognition." 

BLISTERING DISSENT 

Just as he had in the prior two cases, conservative Justice Antonin Scalia issued a blistering dissent. On Wednesday, in a voice 
dripping with disdain, Scalia mocked Kennedy for saying federal law 'degraded" gay couples and "humiliated" their children. Scalia 
spoke for 1 3 minutes, a full 5 minutes longer than Kennedy, while Kennedy looked straight out at spectators, stone-faced, rocking 
gently in his black leather chair. 

More telling signals about the fate of a national right to gay marriage came in another decision announced by the court. Chief Justice 
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Devil's Brigade granted top U.S. honours 




to see what your friends like. 



SOURCE: Toronto Star (7 -3-1 3) 

They came with kilts and bagpipes, among other Canadian military accoutrements. And 
now the members of the top-secret World War II unit the Devil's Brigade are leaving with 
something altogether astonishing -- a Congressional Gold Medal, one of the highest 
honours the United States can bestow. 

Canadian Ambassador Gary Doer hailed the news in Washington today after both houses 
of Congress, in a rare show of bipartisanship, found two-thirds majorities required to 
grant the medal. 

"We are grateful that the U.S. Congress has recognized the brave accomplishments of the 
First Special Service Force in World War II," Doer said in a statement. 

"The Devil's Brigade were the first of their kind, and the legacy of bilateral defense 
cooperation that they inspired continues between our two countries to this day."... 

Tags: Canada . Congress . Devil's Brigade , special forces. World War II 
Wednesday, July 3, 2013 - 08:50 




Queen opens Sir Walter Scott's upgraded Abbotsford House 




to see what your friends like. 



SOURCE: BBC News (7-3-13) 

The Queen has officially reopened the former home of author Sir Walter Scott in the 
Scottish Borders after its multi-million pound restoration. 

Abbotsford House, near Melrose, will open to the public on Thursday. 

The royal visitor was given a tour of the house, which shut for major renovations nearly 
two years ago. 

The Abbotsford Trust hopes the historic building can become both an "important cultural 
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Inside the immigration bill: Gay-rights groups 
disappointed 

By David Nakamura, Published: April 16, 2013 al 1:01 pm E-mail the writer ^ 

A bipartisan Senate group has agreed on a sweeping legislative proposal that 
would represent the most ambitious overhaul of the U.S. immigration system in 
three decades. The Washington Post will be examining portions of the billon Post 
Politics in a series ofblog entries. 

Gay-rights advocates expressed disappointment Tuesday that the Senate group 
proposal did not include a new category of visas for same-sex foreign national 
spouses of U.S. citizens, who are not able to apply for such visas under current 
laws. 

An estimated 40,000 foreign nationals are caught in limbo because federal law 
does not provide spousal benefits to same-sex couples under the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA). Advocates had lobbied the bipartisan Senate group to 
include a new provision, modeled on the Uniting American Families Act. which 
would allow U.S. citizens to petition to bring their same-sex spouses to the 
country under the family visa program. 

But on Sunday, Democratic Senate aides told gay-rights advocates on a 
conference call that the provision would not be in the legislative proposal to be 
released Tuesday from the eight-member group because of objections from the 
four Republicans, people familiar with the discussion said. 
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The "Monsanto Protection Act" is the name opponents of the Farmer 
Assurance Provision have given to this terrifying piece of policy, and it's a 
fitting moniker given its shocking content. 

President Barack Obama signed a spending bill, HR 
933* into law on Tuesday that includes language that 
has food and consumer advocates and organic 
farmers up in arms over their contention that the so- 
called "Monsanto Protection Act ,T is a giveaway to 
corporations that was passed under the cover of 
darkness, 



There's a lot being said about it. but here are five 
terrifying facts about the Farmer Assurance 
Provision - Section 735 of the spending bill - to get 
you acquainted with the reasons behind the ongoing 
uproar; 




A maize seedling is 
seen in the corn 
greenhouse at the 
Monsanto Research 
facility in 
Chesterfield, Missouri 



1.) The "Monsanto Protection Act" effectively bars 
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Uruguayan congress passes gay 'marriage' law 



(1 Lite ;TJ * Tweet {u} ^1_, 2_j 



Share 



Montevideo, Uruguay, Dec 1 3, 201 2 / 1 2:02 pm (CNA/EWTN News).- The 
Uruguayan House of Representatives has voted to pass a law legalizing same- 
sex "marriage" in the country. 

According to the Efe news agency, sponsors brought the bill up for a vote after 
midnight on Dec. 1 2 and lawmakers voted 81 - 6 to pass it. 

The law defines marriage as "the permanent union between two people of the 
same or opposite sex," and will move to the country's senate where it is 
expected to pass. 

Julio Bango of President Jose Mujica's Frente Amplio Party, said the law 
achieves "true equality before the law for all citizens. And it affirms that equality, 
since we are all diverse and we are all equal before it." 

The bishops of Uruguay, however, denounced the measure, saying marriage can 
only consist of "the stable union of man and woman." 

Bishop Alberto Sanquinetti said that the success of such legislation is due to 
lawmakers "mixing up words and changing their meaning to cause confusion." 

"It is impossible for there to be a marriage between two men or two women," he 
said. "If they want to create some other kind of union or contract between 
people of the same sex, they should find another name, because it will never be 
marriage." 

"No union between two men or two women, no matter how stable, can be equal, 
because they cannot perform the conjugal act that takes place between two 
people of distinct corporalitv - man and woman - and the sexual attraction 
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Sexual orientation and the United States military 

The United States military excluded gay men and lesbians from service from its origins until 201 1 . The military 
consistently held the official view that gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people are unfit for military service. 
Policy against LGBT service personnel evolved independently in the various branches of the military before being unified 
and codified in military policy. In 1 993, the United States Congress passed and President Bill Clinton signed a law 
instituting the policy commonly referred to as "Don't ask. don't tell" (DADT) which allowed gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
people to serve as long as they did not reveal their sexual orientation. Although there were isolated instances in which 
service personnel met with limited success through lawsuits, efforts to end the ban either legislatively or through the 
courts proved unsuccessful. 

In 201 0, two federal courts ruled the ban on openly gay service personnel unconstitutional and on July 6, 201 1 , a federal 
appeals court suspended the DADT policy.* 1 ' In December 201 0, Congress passed and President Barack Obama signed 
the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 201 and under its provisions restrictions on service by gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
personnel ended as of September 20, 201 1 . 

While restrictions on sexual orientation have been lifted, restrictions on gender identity remain in place due to 
Department of Defense regulations; transgender Americans thus continue to be barred from military service.' 2 ' 

Early years a 

Antipathy to homosexuals serving in the United States military pre-dates the founding of the United States. On March 11, 
1 778. Lieutenant Frederick Gotthold Enslin was drummed out of the Continental Army following his conviction at court- 
martial on charges of sodomy and perjury J 3 ' 



1940s a 

The several branches of the U.S. lacked a unified policy on service by homosexuals for most of their history. Before 
1 949, each tended to charge personnel caught engaging in homosexual conduct with sodomy, court-martial them, and 
issue them a dishonorable discharge. In 1 940, psychiatrists Harry Stack Sullivan and Winfred Overholser formulated 
guidelines for psychiatric screening for military inductees. Both believed homosexuals should not be inducted, and 
neither proposed excluding all homosexuals from military service. Despite their recommendations, other psychiatrists 
and military officials made homosexuality a key component of the screening apparatus they recommended.' 4 ' The 
United States Army Surgeon General's office issued a circular in 1 941 that for the first time classified "homosexual 
proclivities" as disqualifying inductees from military service. The United States Navy and the Selective Service adopted 
similar exclusionary policies. ' 5 ' The Women's Army Corps adopted a similar policy in 1 944.' 6 ' 

With the mass mobilization and deployment of troops for operations in World War II, it became impractical to convene 
court-martial boards for homosexual conduct offenses. Commanders instead issued blue discharges - a form of 
administrative military discharge - to gay personnel. The blue discharge, which was also issued disproportionately to 
African Americans, was neither honorable nor dishonorable. However, blue discharge holders faced difficulties in civilian 
life because the blue discharge carried with it a negative association. The Veterans Administration denied blue- 
discharge veterans the benefits of the G.I. Bill as a general policy.! 7 ' In 1944, a policy directive ordered that homosexuals 
were to be committed to military hospitals, examined by psychiatrists and discharged under Regulation 61 5-360, section 
8.(8] 

Blue discharges were discontinued in May 1 947 and replaced with two new headings, "general" and "undesirable".' 9 ' A 
general discharge was considered to be under honorable conditions though distinct from an "honorable discharge." An 
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same-sex partners 
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By Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON | Men Feb 1 1. 2013 2:56pm EST 

(Reuters) - The Pentagon announced on Monday it 
would extend more of the benefits offered to 
spouses of heterosexual troops to those of gay 
personnel but acknowledged some key benefits, like 
housing, would still be off-limits, at least for now. 

The step came 1 7 months after the Pentagon scrapped its *Don*t Ask, 
Don't TelP ban on openly serving homosexuals in the U,S. military and will 
affect the flay-to-day lives of their spouses in ways big and small - from 
allowing them to finally get military LD. cards to granting hospital visitation 
rights. 

But outgoing Defense Secretary Leon Panetta. in a memorandum 
explaining the move, noted his actions were limited by U.S. taw, specifically 
the Defense of Marriage Act. which is now being reviewed by the Supreme 
Court and which defines marriage as a union between a man and woman. 

"There are certain benefits that can only be provided to spouses as defined 
by that law/ said Panetta, who is expected to retire in the coming days. 

"White it will not change during my tenure as secretary of defense, I foresee 
a time when the law will allow the department to grant full benefits to 
service members and their dependents, irrespective of sexual orientation.* 

Pentagon officials estimated the cost of the policy change would be 
negligible, since it would only affect around 9.000 spouses of active duty 
and reserve members and another 8,000 retirees. They hoped the changes 
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By Phil Stewart 

WASHINGTON | Mon Feb 1 1, 201 3 2:56pm EST 

(Reuters) - The Pentagon announced on Monday it 
would extend more of the benefits offered to 
spouses of heterosexual troops to those of gay 
personnel but acknowledged some key benefits, like 
housing, would still be off-limits, at least for now. 

The step came 17 months after the Pentagon scrapped its "Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell" ban on openly serving homosexuals in the U.S. military and will 
affect the day-to-day lives of their spouses in ways big and small - from 
allowing them to finally get military I.D. cards to granting hospital visitation 
rights. 

But outgoing Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, in a memorandum 
explaining the move, noted his actions were limited by U.S. law, specifically 
the Defense of Marriage Act, which is now being reviewed by the Supreme 
Court and which defines marriage as a union between a man and woman. 
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Tony Perkins Blames Gays In The U.S. Military For Surge In 
Suicides 
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Get Gay Voices Newsletters: 

| Enter email Subscribe 

Follow: 

Don't Ask Don't Tell. Civil Rights, Don't Ask Don't Tell. Gav Rights. Don't Ask Don't Tell. Gav Military. Tonv Perkins. Tonv Perkins 

Family Research Council Gav Suicides. O fl ^ rijy,Ga y Military. Suicide, Tony Perkins Gay Suicides. Gay Voic es News 

The Family Research Council 's Tony Perkins slammed the lesbian, gay ( bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community yet again, linking 
the controversial repeal of the " Don't Ask, Don't Tell " policy to a reported surge in U.S. military suicides. 

The stress in our military, when you look how they have used the military for their social experimentation: driving Christianity out, 
putting homosexuality in, suicide rate going through the ceiling," Perkins declared in a radio spot, as Right Wing Watch first reported , "I 
think it was last year, if I recall, the numbers there were 349 suicides in 201 2 and I believe that's more than were killed in combat, that's 
the highest number since the Pentagon began tracking suicides back in 2001 ." 

You can listen to audio of Perkins' statements here . 

Perkins offered no additional evidence to back up his claims, which are in line with the American Family Association 's Buster Wilson, 
who last year finked the rise in suicides to the government "turning" the U.S. military into "a sexual, social experiment" by repealing 
"Don't Ask, Don't Tell," as also reported bv Right Wing Watch , 

Similarly, the American Family Association's Bryan Fischer -- whose anti-gay declarations have become a near-weekly staple of his 
"Focal Point" radio show « drew a bizarre connection between the U.S. Pentagon's decision to lift the ban on women in combat and 
the "sinister, malicious" bullying from the LGBT community. 

The 2011 repeal of "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," Fischer claimed, will see a drop in the number of qualified soliders who are willing to enlist in 
the military, and as a result, "that means your daughters are going to be pulled into the draft and they could be sent into combat to die," 

Also on HuffPost: 
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The gay airman who took on the US military 



By Naveena Kotloor 
BBC World Service 

25 March 201 3 Last updated at 01 :25 




In 1 975 an air force sergeant made history when he came out, to challenge the ban 
on homosexuals in the US military. Leonard Matlovich became a figurehead for gay 
rights, but he could not have foreseen that in 201 3 the US Supreme Court would be 
considering whether to overturn a ban on same-sex marriages. 

"It just tears me apart on the inside," Matlovich said in his first national TV interview 
in May 1 975. "My conscience just wouldn't let me do it any more. I had to come 
forward and say: No more, America!" 

Matlovich was the kind of serviceman the air force prided itself on. He had 
voluntarily served three tours of duty in Vietnam. He had been injured while clearing 
landmines and was awarded a Purple Heart and the Bronze Star medal. 

At the time, David Addlestone was working as a lawyer with the American Civil 
Liberties Union and had been looking for a gay soldier who would put himself 
forward to challenge the ban on homosexuals serving in the military. 

"He was the perfect test case," says Addlestone, who ^^^^^^^^^^^™ 

hoped Matlovich's excellent military record might make the £■ 
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One Year Later, Military Says Gay Policy Is Working 




Gregory Bull/ Associated Press 
In July, sailors marched in a gay pride parade in San Diego. The display would have violated military rules a year earlier. 

By ELISABETH BUMILLER 

Published: September 19. 2012 | P 108 Comments 

WASHINGTON — Every Tuesday and Friday morning in a 
dining area tucked behind Dunkin' Donuts in the Pentagon's 
main food court, a gay coffee group meets to talk, do a little 
business and tell a few jokes. 
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Started quietly by a handful of Air 

Force officers in 2005, the 

gathering has grown to as many as 

40 people since the repeal of the 

"don't ask, don't tell" policy last 

September. The crowd is a 

testament to the openness in the 

military now that gay, lesbian and 

bisexual service members no longer have to keep their 

sexual orientation secret or face discharge — and also 

to how such gatherings are still needed. 

"Honestly, it's a support group," said Sean M. 
Hackbarth, the Air Force lieutenant colonel, now 
retired, who started the gatherings of uniformed 
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Should gays be allowed to serve 
openly in the US military? 



4i YES © NO '? 
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4i 79% Say Yes 



21% Say No *^ 



Gays wanna be in the military? AlrighL Anyone* DUMB ENOUGH to wane xo be in 
the military, should be allowed in. End of f****** story. That should be the 
only requirement, 1 don't care how many push-ups you can do, put on a 
helmet, go wait in that fox hole and we'll tell you when we need you to kill 
somebody 



Posted by: Anonymous 



Like Reply 



^i Report Post 



ves, because a person's sexuality in no way hinders their ability, "Gays', as It is 
stated, should have the same rights as anyone else. Just because someone is 
attracted to members of the same gender, it doesn't mean they are Jess 
capable, less moral, or more apt to cause "sexual tension* 1 . 1 feel anyone who 
is willing to go above and beyond for their country should be able to make 
that commitment Besides, to deny them would be discrimination and 
u neons dtutlonal. 



Posted by. ShdbbyHaley 
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pi Report Post 



Gay soldiers are no different than straight soldiers and should be allowed to serve 
openly and proudly. Not allowing gay soldiers into the U5. Military constitutes 
Discrimination against a protected ciassof employee. There is no reason to 
doubt that gay soldiers can do their duty effectively and with the same 
amount of pride as straight soldiers Just the same as a school or private 
company should not be allowed to discriminate based on sexual orientation, 
neither should the U.S. Military, 
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Posted by OpenjasonQG 



Like 



Reply 



There is no logical reason to treat gays differently in the military, in fact it does quite 
a bit of harm to people who are serving our country. The majority of US citizens 
and those serving in the military are ready to repeal DADT There are many 
good and dedicated gay soldiers who bear the burden of hiding a part of their 
lives and being forced to behave as if there is something to be ashamed of. It 
is morally wrong. Time and again talented, good soldiers who want to serve 
their country are discharged and it needs to stop. 
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Like Reply 



Gay men should be allowed to serve openly in the US military since every citizen 
deserves a fair chance to serve their country. Sexual preference is ultimately a 
personal choice, and has nothing to do with how well a person well do their 
job. Discrimination of this sort is totally uncalled for. Every citizen deserves to 
be given an opportunity to serve their country, 

pi Report Post 



no, than nastyi I honestly believe gays should never be allowed in the military. 
They are distracting, nasty, and, well, gay! And it's just not normal. We might 
as well go find someone that knows no English words and let them work at a 
McDonalds in Manvel, Texas, It's wrong how abortion, gay marriage, and 
OOama are allowed in America. Get out of herewith that! 5o no, gays should 
not be allowed in the United States military. Thanks, bye\ 



Posted by. Anonymous 
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Humiliating and disgraceful to the military The armed forces of the United States 
of Amenca is one of the most respected and powerful organizations in the 
world. As Am encans, we need to make sure that the very people who protect 
our nation, are "clean* and follow the American morals and principles. 
Allowing gays to serve would be an insult to the armed forces and to America, 
To quoie Don't Ask, Don't Tell, allowing gays to serve 'would create an 
unacceptable risk to the high standards of morale, good order and discipline, 
and unit cohesion that are the essence of military capability, " 
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Gays should never be allowed in the military ever Gays cannot join The military 
because I mean they're gay. When marines have a barex its just to live in, now 
imagine two gay guys living in there, They wouldn't just be focused on work, i 
believe that being gay m the military is wrong because it you're there to fight, 
not to have social experiments. The military needs to start stepping it up and 
making more requirements because now it seems like everyones joining the 
military because thats the last option they have. What about the people that 
REALLY want to be in the serivce and can't because a GAY person or someone 
whodoesnt even enjoy theirjob and was pretty much forced to do it is taking 
up their part? Obama needs to start re-thinking about the future and what 
losses we could have. For example what recently happened with the bombs in 
the boston marathon finish line, we needs people who can wafce up an WANT 
to fight and be in the military, not one who's doing it for didphne or for the 
free education, like get a life. 
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Gays should not be allowed to serve openly in the military. People are ail different 
As such, we all have differences We prefer being around people who have 
similarities to us. Although it would be nice if we could accept gays.(l'm not 
saying that we can't! We can!) but if we were to do so, it may drive the people 
against each other, separating us. 
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openly In the US military? 
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ii 79% Say Yes 




Gays wanna be in the military? Alright. Anyone, DUMB ENOUGH to want to be in 
the military, should be allowed in. End off****** story. That should be the 
only requirement. I don't care how many push-ups you can do, put on a 
helmet, go wait in that fox hole and we'll tell you when we need you to kill 
somebody. 
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Yes, because a person's sexuality in no way hinders their ability. "Gays", as it is 
stated, should have the same rights as anyone else. Just because someone is 
attracted to members of the same eender. it doesn't mean thev are less 
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@ Key Dates in U. S. Policy on Gay Men and Women in Military Service 

March 11, 1778 - Lieutenant Gotthold Frederick Enslin becomes the first documented service member to be dismissed from the U.S. n 
homosexuality. Under an order from General George Washington which states "abhorrence and detestation of such infamous crimes," 
drummed out of the Continental Army after being found guilty of sodomy. 

March 1, 1917 - The Articles of War of 1916 are implemented. A revision of the Articles of War of 1806, the new regulations detail stati 
governing U.S. military discipline and justice. Under the category Miscellaneous Crimes and Offences, Article 93 states that any persor 
military law who commits "assault with intent to commit sodomy" shall be punished as a court-martial may direct 

1919 -Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. Roosevelt requests an investigation into "vice and depravity" in the sea services. A 
operation is launched in which undercover operatives attempt to seduce sailors suspected of being homosexual At least 17 sailors an 
court-martialed before public outcry prompts the Senate to condemn the operation. 

June 4, 1920 - Congress approves modified Articles of War. Article 93 is changed to make the act of sodomy a crime in itself, separati 
offense of assault with intent to commit sodomy. 

1921 -The U.S. Army issues standards in which "stigmata of degeneration" such as feminine characteristics and "sexual perversion" < 
a male being declared unfit for service. 

1941 -The U. S. Selective Service System includes "homosexual proclivities" as a disqualifying condition for inclusion in the military c 

1942 - Military psychiatrists warn that "psychopathic personality disorders" make homosexual individuals unfit to fight. The military is 
first formal regulations to list homosexuality as an excludable characteristic. Those in the military identified as homosexuals can be di 
and denied veterans benefits. 

January 20, 1950 - Army Regulation 600-443 is published, identifying three categories of homosexuals. Those deemed to beaggressi 
placed in Class I and are subjected to general court-martial Homosexuals considered active but non-aggressive are placed in Class II 
avoid a court-martial by accepting a dishonorable discharge - or resigning, if they are officers. Personnel professing or exhibiting hoir 
tendencies without committing a violation of the sodomy statute are designated "Class III," and can be removed from service under gei 
honorable discharge. 

May 31, 1951 -The Uniform Code of Military Conduct is adopted. Article 125 forbids sodomy among all military personnel, defining it 
person subject to this chapter who engages in unnatural carnal copulation with another person of the same or opposite sex or with an 
guilty of sodomy. Penetration, however slight, is sufficient to complete the offence." The 1951 Manual for Courts-Martial provides an e 
explicit description of acts considered sodomy under military law. 

April 27, 1953 - Expressing national security and counterespionage concerns. President Dwight D Eisenhower signs Executive Order 1 
which prohibits Federal employees from being members of a group or organization considered subversive. The order lists "sexual per\ 
a security risk constituting grounds for termination or denial of employment. 

1957 - Captain S. H. Crittenden chairs a U. S. Navy Board of Inquiry that issues a report concluding there is "no sound basis for the be 
homosexuals posed a security risk." 

November, 1972 - Army Regulation 635-200 establishes policy for discharging enlisted personnel found to be unfit or unsuitable for di 
Homosexual acts are specifically designated as grounds for dismissal. Enforcement, however, is often left to the discretion of commar 

July 16, 1976 -The U. S. District Court in Washington D.C., upholds the decision of the U. S. Air Force to discharge Technical Sergean 
Matlovich after he admits to being homosexual. Matlovich had challenged the military's anti-gay policy on constitutional grounds. Mai 
appeals the District Court's ruling, but would eventually accept an honorable discharge and cash settlement to drop the case against tl 
Force. 

May, 1980 - A federal district court orders the U. S. Army to reinstate Staff Sergeant Miriam Ben-Shalom, ruling that her discharge fou 
earlier, on grounds of homosexuality, violated her First Amendment rights. The Army dismisses the order, leading Ben-Shalom to file a 
contempt After initial victories, her battle to be reinstated ends in 1 990 when the Supreme Court refuses to hear her case, upholding ai 
decision by federal appeals court that ruled in favor of the Army. 

January 16, 1981 - The Department of Defense issues Directive 1332.14, stating that "homosexuality is incompatible with military ser 
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US military lifts ban on openly gay troops 

Barack Obama welcomes repeal of 18-year 'dont ask, dont tell' policy as gay lobby 
groups across US celebrate 



if^ 




2^fl^^> K 


J7> j 


4 






m ^. 


1 * 


A M 


■ ™ lj -- 




ft f^H^ * J — ^ 


^^^^^^ ^^i ^^^^^^^^ * ^^i 


^^^ 


^Lm J K 




^^ 




IHHH 





■3 Over 1 4,500 openly gay troops have been discharged from the US military since the 'don't ask. don't tell' policy was 
introduced In 1993. Photograph: Mike Groll/AP 



Karen McVeigh and Paul Harris in New York 



Don't Ask, Don't Tell - the US military's 18-year ban on openly gay and 
lesbian service personnel - has officially been repealed, ushering in a 
new era for the country's armed forces. 

In a statement President Barack Obama welcomed the end of a policy 
that he said had forced gay and lesbian members to "lie about who they 
are". 

The repeal, which took effect from midnight on Tuesday, was celebrated 
as "momentous news" by gay lobby groups across the US, who have long 
fought against the policy, and among the military's estimated 65,000 
serving gay and lesbian servicemen and women. 



r.1/1 



L i -I 



©ib+ 3:22 



ing-Homosexuals-ln-The-United-States-Mihtary.htm 




Advertisement 



FL Keys/Total Training/Cert 3-1 4wks 
Financing available/ 1 00% Placemen! 





Ads 



The Policy Concerning 
Homosexuals in the United 
States Military 

By Rod Powers . About.com Guide 
Updated March 28. 2012 

There will always be strong feelings and debates 
concerning the topic of homosexuals serving in 
the United States Military . One thing is certain, 

things have 
changed. For better 
or worse? That is up 
for the individual to 
decide. In 2010, 1 
wrote this article in 
order to give my 
readers some 
history, current 
laws, and possible 
future policies 
concerning "gays in 
the military." Back 
then, changing our 
laws to include the 
right to serve in the 
military if you were 
openly gay was a 
huge deal. Now that 
everything is said 
and done, the topic 
is not as heated. I 
think people are 
more concerned 
now with the more 
important topics of 
the military, such as Afghanistan, Iran, and our 
Nation's future. 

Throughout its history, the US Military has had 
an inconsistent policy when it came to 
homosexuals in the military . Prior to World War II, 
there was no written policy barring homosexuals 
from serving, although sodomy was considered a 
crime by military law ever since Revolutionary 
Wartimes. In 1778, Lieutenant Gotthold Frederick 
Enslin became the first soldier to be drummed 
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26 DOMA's downfall completes military's swift 1 80 on gay troops — or does 

2013 it? 




Dimery Photography 

Army Maj. Shannon McLaughlin and her 
wife, Casey, hold their twins. Grace and 

Grant 



By BUI Briggs, NBC News contributor 

On the surface it looks like the American armed forces have executed a stunning reversal on the issue of gay 
troops in just 21 months - the time spanning the end of 'Don't Ask Don't Tell' and the Defense of Marriage 
Act, struck down Wednesday by the Supreme Court. 

And while gay service members and their spouses say military culture has moved toward acceptance and 
away from whispers, investigations and the shadowy lives they once were forced to lead, they contend that 
subtle resistance still exists in some command pockets. 

In short: The landscape has been outwardly transformed - yet hints of unresolved disquiet still exist, some 
insiders say. 

"This has come a lot quicker than a lot of people expected," said Stephen Peters, who is married to Marine 
Corps Maj. Alasdair Mackay. "But there's still a long way to go as far as building positive, supportive 
command climates where the service members feel as if it's not just political correctness from leadership — 
where they actually feel as if being open and honest about themselves and their families is not going to 
bring repercussions." 

Those hesitations may seem surprising in the wake of the high court's ruling on DOMA, giving same-sex 
military couples access to more than 1 ,000 federal benefits once granted only to heterosexual families in the 
service. And such fears also run counter to the September 201 1 repeal of "Don't Ask Don't Tell" - the policy 
that kept gays from openly serving in the branches. 



But the uneasy sentiments Peters has heard within the ranks are fueled largely by the fact that the 
Pentagon's non-discrimination policy does not protect service members from being treated improperly or 
unfairly on the basis of their sexual orientation. (Gay civilians who work at the Department of Defense do 
receive those protections). 
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Families Matter in Our Military. All Families 



By Jonathan Hopkins ..yTiME Dec. 10.2012 
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West Point, the country's oldest continuously 
operated military post and home to the eldest of all 
American military academies, held two weddings last 
week. 



OUTSERVE-SLDN 

Army veteran Brenda S. "Sue" Fulton, left, a U.S. Military Academy 
graduate, marries Penelope Dara Gnesin at West Point's Cadet Chapel on 
Dec. 1,2012 



Every aspect of these weddings spoke to tradition. 
Each was held in a cadet chapel. Finely dressed brides 
graced the aisles while attendees stood in rapt attention. 
Both culminated in the traditional saber arch, which is the 
only fitting way to welcome a new spouse into the Army. 

Yet one thing was different from the countless weddings I 
watched after my graduation there 11 years ago. For the 
first time since the Academy's founding in 1802. those being 
wed were of the same sex, and their weddings were legal. 
For the alumni present, we saw our intensely traditional, 
Rockbound Highland Home respond a way some might 
expect. They celebrated it, for that's the natural response 
when two people honor their conviction to each other with 
matrimony. 
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The irony of this display of apparent equality is that 

nowhere are the deleterious effects of the Defense of Marriage Act felt more acutely than in our nation's military. 
For this reason, service members and veterans should be watching very closely as the Supreme Court proceeds to 
hear marriage-equality cases from across the U.S.. having just agreed to review a challenge to the Defense of 
Marriage Act (as well as a challenge to California's Proposition 8) on Friday. 

Family Values 

Families matter immensely to our military. As an infantry commander of nearly 200 troops, the only thing I spent 
more time on than supporting families was the training of soldiers. 

Why was this? Simple. What we ask of our soldiers is tough stuff, but the stronger and more complete the team 
supporting them, the better they will do their jobs and the more likely all of us will get back alive. Strong families 
make soldiers more resilient and effective than they would otherwise be. When we are at war and ask ourselves 
"why we fight," we simply need look no further than our spouses and children back home to see what we are 
protecting. 



The militarv recoenizes this value, Married soldiers, who make uu more than half of the all-volunteer force, receive 
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US military couple's fight for gay 
rights 



As the US stands on the brink of a landmark moment for gay rights, Channel 4 News speaks to 
a military couple whose lives could be drastically changed by the supreme court rulings. 



After a brief period of dating it was another 1 years before 
Shannon and Casey finally reconnected and like many 21 st 
century couples they found each other again online - through 
Facebook to be precise. 

Once reunited, they knew that they were "meant to be 
together". They married, and soon after had their twins Grant 
and Grace. 




The arrival of two babies had its own implications. Twins meant the birth was a high risk procedure and 
medically speaking the hospital that was best equipped to serve the pregnancy was over the state line in 
Rhode Island, where their marriage was not recognised. 
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West Point, the country's oldest continuously 
operated military post and home to the eldest of all 
American military academies, held two weddings last 
week. 

Every aspect of these weddings spoke to tradition. 
Each was held in a cadet chapel. Finely dressed 
brides graced the aisles while attendees stood in rapt 
attention. Both culminated in the traditional saber 
arch, which is the only fitting way to welcome a new 
spouse into the Army. 

Yet one thing was different from the countless 
weddings I watched after my graduation there 11 
years ago. For the first time since the Academy's 
founding in 1802, those being wed were of the same 
sex, and their weddings were legal. For the alumni 
present, we saw our intensely traditional, Rockbound 
Highland Home respond a way some might expect. They 
celebrated it, for that's the natural response when two 
people honor their conviction to each other with 
matrimony. 



The irony of this display of apparent equality is that 
nowhere are the deleterious effects of the Defense of 
Marriage Act felt more acutely than in our nation's military. 
For this reason, service members and veterans should be 
watching very closely as the Supreme Court proceeds to 
hear marriage-equality cases from across the U.S.. having 
just agreed to review a challenge to the Defense of Marriage 
Act (as well as a challenge to California's Proposition S) on 
Friday. 

Family Values 




OUTSERVE-SLDN 

Army veteran Brenda S. "Sue" Fulton, left, a U.S. Military Academy 
graduate, marries Penelope Data Gnesin at West Point's Cadet Chapel on 
Dec. 1,2012 
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Families matter immensely to our military. As an infantry commander of nearly 200 troops, the only thing I spent 
more time on than supporting families was the training of soldiers. 



Whv was this? Simule. What we ask of our soldiers is toueh stuff, but the stronger and more comulete the team 
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A little over a year after the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" (DADT) 
ban on homosexuals in the military was officially dropped, 
the Department of Defense has admitted that it has a 
problem with sexual assault by male soldiers on other men. 
The Washington Times noted that, according to an 
anonymous survey conducted by the Defense Department 
among military personnel, more men than women are 
sexually abused in the military each year, with assaults 
overwhelmingly perpetrated by other men 

Results of the survey show that of the estimated 26,000 

service members who were victims of sexual assault in 

201 2, roughly 1 4,000 of the victims were men, while some 1 2,000 were women, according to a scientific survey sample released by 

the Pentagon. 

A 1 29 percent increase in sexual assaults among military personnel since 2004 has prompted Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel to 
launch a campaign to deal with "unwanted sexual contact," among the troops. But the project has become more complicated by the 
fact that an inordinate number of the assaults are apparently being perpetrated by male homosexuals - close on the heels of their 
high-profile welcome into the ranks. 

Elaine Donnelly, president of the Center for Military Readiness, noted that the number of formal reports of sexual assault in the 
military annually skyrocketed from 1 ,275 to 2,949 in just eight years, and the numbers of same-sex assaults appear to be one of the 
factors. Donnelly said that women are identified as the assailants in just two percent of all assaults, which means that almost all of 
the 1 4,000 or so men who have been assaulted sexually were targeted by other men, "It appears that the DoD has serious problems 
with male-on-male sexual assaults that men are not reporting and the Pentagon doesn't want to talk about" Donnelly charged. 

Donnelly, whose group took a lead role in the fight to keep DADT in place, charged that the DoD's Sexual Assault Response and 
Prevention Office "continues to focus its attention on women who experience abuse but don't report it, overlooking the far greater 
numbers of men who, according to the survey, are experiencing abuse but not reporting it. If the Pentagon considers the survey 
results a credible reflection of hidden reality, they must also concede that there are more men than women who are being sexually 
assaulted," 

Aaron BelkinofthePalm Center, which promotes homosexuality in the military, insisted to the Washington Timesthat "very few" of 
the perpetrators of male-on-male sexual assault are homosexual, claiming that the attacks are "somewhat similar to prison rape." 
Donnelly called such a notion "outrageous," telling World Net Daily that the increasing numbers of same-sex assaults has the 
military officials flummoxed. "The Department of Defense doesn't quite know what to do with these figures," she said, *and so they 
just sort of put them in there and hope nobody notices." 

Donnelly said it is crucial to monitor the numbers of sexual assaults to document how two significant changes in the military - 
welcoming homosexuals and allowing an increasing role of women in combat arenas — are negatively impacting military readiness. 
She said DoD officials appear to be in denial over the connection between these two issues and the increase in sexual assaults 
among military personnel. 

As for addressing the increasing problem of sexual assaults against females, she told World Net Daily that 1 think we have to start 
with the basics, and that means basic training. Back in 1 998, unanimously, the Kasseba urn -Baker Commission came out with 
recommendations to separate basic training for Army, Air Force, and Navy trainers, [to] do it like the Marines do. The Marines train 
basic training separately, male and female at Parris Island. That's a good thing to do. It's a good first start." 

More fundamentally, she added, the DoD must "stoo nretendina that sexuality does not matter. You cannot solve a oroblem bv 
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With homosexuals now free to serve openly in the US. 

military it didn't take long lor a gay officer to c limb lo the 

top of the commisstoned ranks Star and Strtpes, the 

Defense Department's semi-official newspaper, proudly 

reported that the Army has promoted its first homosexual 

officer to general status. 'Army reserve officer Tammy 

Smith calls her recent promotion to brigadier general 

exciting and humbling, saying it give, her a chance to be a 

leader in advancing Army values and excellence,* reported 

the military newspaper The paper added that the ceremony 

August 10. at which Smith was officially promoted, 'marts 

an important milestone for gay rights advocates, giving the 

movement its most senior public military figure She has already been assigned as deputy chief at the Office of the Chief at the Army 

Reserve, and spent much of 201 1 serving in Afghanistan. 4 

In its report on the story, the Los Angefes Ttmes noted that during Smith's promotion ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, her 
"proud wife placed a star insignia on her spouse's uniformed shoulder — the official mark of an Army brigadier general"* According 
to the Sew York Timet. Smith, a 26-year Army veteran, married homosexual activist Tracey Hepner in March 201 1 . after they had 
dated for nine years. The Times reported that Hepner is the founder of an organization called Military Partners and Families 
Coalition, which, its website explains, exists to provide Support, resources, education, ana advocacy for lesbian, gay. bisexual, and 
transgender military partners and their families.' 
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While the Army made Smith unavailable for comment on the singular occasion, in a press release the Defense Department quoted 
her as explaining her wife's presence by saying that 'participating with family in traditional ceremonies such as the promotion is 
both common and expected of a leader" 



Stars and Stripes pointed out that Smith has attempted ic downplay her notoriety as the first openly homosexual general in the U.S 
armed forces. Smith insisted that such a fact is 'irrelevant I don't think i need to be focused on that What is relevant is upholding 
Army values and the responsibility this carries * 

"he irony of that comment is that, up untilthe dismantling of * Don't Ask. Don't Tell* (DADTj in 2011. homosexual behavior had been 
considered a violation of the values of America's fighting force since the nations founding. But the Defense Department has 
somehow lurned homosexuality into a lifestyle worthy of celebration among pockets of the military. For example, as reported by The 
ftew American, in June Oefense Secretary Leon Panetta released a video thanking homosexual military personnel for their service to 
the nation — both during and since the lepeal of DADT. 'As we recognize pride month, I want to personally thank all of our gay and 
lesbian service members. L6BT civilians and their families for their dedicated service to our country." Panetta said. "Before the 
repeal of 'don't ask, don't telC you faithfully served your country with professionalism and courage And just like your fellow service 
members, you put your country before yourself. And now after the repeal, you can be proud of serving your country and be proud of 
who you are tn uniform * 
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In July, as reported by The NewAmer/cari Panetta fallowed up thai congratulations by allowing military personnel to march in 
uniform in a San Diego 'gay pride parade.* an act that is banned by military regulations. After the event U.S. Senator James Inhofe 
IrVOkla }. a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, fired off a tetter lo Panetta asking him why he offered a waiver of that 
prohibition to homosexual personnel while at the same lime allowing a Navy chaplain to be punished for wearing his uniform to a 
pro-life event or a Marine for attending a Ron Paul campaign event in his uniform. 

'If the Navy can pumsh a chaplain for participating in a pro-life event or a Manne for participating ma political rally, it stands to 
reason that the Defense Department should maintain ihe same standard and preclude service members in uniform from marching in 
a gay pride parade.* Inhofe challenged Panetta. 

In a separate statement inhofe expressed his concern that the Obama administration "continues to force rts liberal social agenda on 
the military by promoting the homosexual agenda, mandating the use of high-cost green energy initiatives, pursuing abortion rights 
and suppressing the free exercise of religious liberties * 

Commenting on Ihe Defense Department's double standard. Col. Ron Ray. USMC tRet), a deputy assistant secretary of defense in 
the Reagan administration, noted that there is a 'two- hundred-year history of Christian prayer as an edifyrng and educational 
foundation for our combat troops. Chaplains are now warned thai they cannot pray in Jesus' name, and combat leaders are 
instructed not to pray with their troops 'By contrast said Ray. "there is a two month history of open homosexual political activity in 
the military, and senior Pentagon officials are calling ihis grand social experiment 'participating with famify in traditional 
ceremonies/ Soldiers in uniform continue to be officially banned from political activity, but ihe standards appear to change based on 
whether we are talking about sodomy or religious liberty.* 



More n> ttvs c ategory * Romney Says Boy Scouts Should Accept Homosexual Leader: 
' March for Life" Founder Nellie Gray • 



Pro-Life Leaders Pay Tribute to 



ia 



The New American Magazine 



iiuk« 



1 7.357 people I4« The New Ammc«n Mnjaiinc 




itvipJBG r#ej Amnrcm Starr 



NormDffG 



gawdrkag 



"i? Heart 



«*"*. RdSedl 



aval 



Best £3 SO 



Charles e nice 

Best 33.75 



8 comments 




PtO-trfF Answer y 

lo Pro-cUjie* 




urne a 

MarkCtmchci 
Qui &MM 



r.i.n 



l-i\j 



©m+ 3:28 am T 



First Name* 




Subscribe 





Discover 



r\i/i 



L'i'J 



©ib+ 3:29 am T 







cnsnews.com 



Okay to Be Openly Gay in U.S. Military 



By Susan Jones September 20. 2011 



(CNSNews.com) - Nine months after President Barack Obama signed a bill repealing the Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell policy that said homosexuals could not openly serve in the U.S. military, the "gay ban" ended Tuesday 
at one minute after midnight, 

The first celebration took place in Vermont, where Navy Lt. Gary Ross and his civilian partner Dan Swezy 
were married. Ross wore his dress uniform for the double-ring ceremony, which took place at midnight — 
the same moment the military's new policy took effect. 

There was no official announcement about the end of DADT on the Defense Department's Web site early 
Tuesday morning, nor did the White House Web site make any mention of the fact that soldiers no longer 
have to conceal their homosexuality. 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. Mike Mullen were 
expected to take questions at a news conference later Tuesday, and members of Congress who supported 
the end of Don't Ask, Don't Tell also planned to make comments on Capitol Hill. 

Homosexual advocacy groups said celebrations would take place in all 50 states to mark the end "of this 
terrible law." 

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network (SLDN) called Tuesday a historic milestone -- "the beginning of a 
new era for all patriots, who can now serve free from the threat of being fired on the basis of sexual 
orientation." 

"Indeed, we have taken a tremendous leap forward for LGBT equality in the military," said Army Veteran and 
SLDN Executive Director Aubrey Sarvis. 

Those who oppose the shift in policy include Elaine Donnelly, the founder and president of the Center for 
Military Readiness, an independent public policy organization that specializes in military personnel issues. 

Donnelly told CNN that allowing gays and lesbians to serve will drive many loyal troops out of the military. 

"Due to the president's political promises, the military faces heavy burdens of confusion and tension that 
could have been avoided," Donnelly told CNN. "This is nothing for the administration to be proud of." 

Last week, two House Republicans made a final and unsuccessful attempt to delay the end of Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell. 

In a letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Reps. Buck McKeon (R-Calif.) and Joe Wilson (R-S.C.) said 
the transition should not take place until the House Armed Services Committee receives all the information 
it has requested about the final policies and regulations associated with DADT repeal. 

But the military insists it is prepared for repeal, and it plans to release new rules and regulations today. 

The Associated Press report on DADT repeal is published below: 
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With promotion, U.S. Army welcomes first openly gay 
general 



August 11 2012 | By Laura J.Nelson 
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During a promotion ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, a proud wife placed a star 
insignia on her spouse's uniformed shoulder — the official mark of an Army brigadier general. 

With that simple gesture, Brig. Gen, Tammy Smith became the country's first openly gay general. 

The promotion of Smith, the highest-ranking gay or lesbian to acknowledge his or her sexual 
orientation while serving, comes less than a year after the repeal of "don't ask, don't tell," the 
policy that banned gays and lesbians from serving openly in the military. 
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Since the reversal last September, the relationship between the government and the armed 
forces has shifted to include more outreach to LGBT service members- 
Defense Secretary Leon E- Panetta posted a YouTube video thanking gay service members and 
praising the ban's repeal. In June, the Pentagon hosted a Gay Pride Month event. And in July, 
members of the military wore their uniforms during a San Diego gay pride parade, the first time 
the Defense Department had allowed such a practice. 

On Friday, more than 70 people clustered inside an auditorium at Arlington's Women in Military 
Service for America Memorial. 

Smith, then a colonel, strode in with her commanding officer at the stroke of 4 p,m. The audience 
sang the national anthem and a young boy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The announcer presented Smith's father. Then came an introduction: "Col, Smith's partner, Miss 
Tracey Hepner." 

The audience burst into applause. 

"This part is a little fuzzy for me, because 1 have to confess, I got choked up," said Sue Fulton, an 
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During a promotion ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, a proud wife placed a star 
insignia on her spouse's uniformed shoulder — the official mark of an Army brigadier general. 

With that simple gesture, Brig. Gen. Tammy Smith became the country's first openly gay general. 

The promotion of Smith, the highest-ranking gay or lesbian to acknowledge his or her sexual 
orientation while serving, comes less than a year after the repeal of "don't ask, don't tell/' the 
policy mat banned gays and lesbians from serving openly in the military. 
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Since the reversal last September, the relationship between the government and the armed 
forces has shifted to include more outreach to LGBT service members. 

Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta posted a YouTube video thanking gay service members and 
praising the ban's repeal. In June, the Pentagon hosted a Gay Pride Month event. And in July, 
members of the military wore their uniforms during a San Diego gay pride parade, the first time 
the Defense Department had allowed such a practice. 

On Friday, more than 70 people clustered inside an auditorium at Arlington's Women in Military 
Service for America Memorial. 
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Same-sex couples can claim new benefits by October 

February 

Karen Paniah, American Forces Press Service 

tb Like ("J 349 people like this. Sign Up to see what your friends like. 




Military member s and tetitees with same-sex partners will qualify for up fa 24 new benefits under policy changes Defense Secretary 
Leon E Panetta announced Feb 112013. 



WASHINGTON (Feb. 11, 2013) — Military members and retirees wrth same-sex partners will qualify for 
up to 24 new benefits under policy changes Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced today. 

In a memo to the service chiefs outlining the new policy, Panetta noted the department has "essentially 
completed" repeal of the so-called "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" law that barred gay and lesbian military 
members from serving openly. 



Related Links 



Memorandum extending benefits 
to same-3ex domestic partners of 
military members (PDF) 



Army.mil: Inside the Army News 



Now, the secretary wrote to the chiefs, military leaders' work must "expand to changing our policies and practices to ensure fairness and 
equal treatment and to taking care of all of our service members and their families, to the extent allowable under law." 

Two of the new benefits are available at the service member's election; hospital visitation and Family Readiness Group membership. For 
22 other benefits, service members and their same-sex partners may file a "declaration of domestic partnership." That declaration entitles 
same-sex partners to military identification cards, commissary and exchange shopping privileges, child care and youth programs, sexual 
assault counseling and other benefits. 

Housing, medical and dental care f and overseas command sponsorship for same-sex partners are not included in this round of policy 
changes. As Panetta noted in a statement, those benefits are restricted under the Defense of Marriage Act, commonly known as DOMA, 
which defines "spouse" as someone married to a person of the opposite sex. The Supreme Court is reviewing the law, and is expected to 
rule on it later this year. 

The secretary wrote, "In the event that the Defense of Marriage Act is no longer applicable to the Department of Defense, it will be the 
policy of the department to construe the words 'spouse 1 and 'marriage' without regard to sexual orientation, and married couples, 
irrespective of sexual orientation, and their dependents, will be granted full military benefits/ 1 

A senior Pentagon official emphasized in a briefing to Pentagon reporters today that benefit changes will happen as soon as possible. 
Panetta's guidance to the services directed they make "every effort" to have systems in place to accept same- sex benefit requests by Aug. 
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Gay pride groups appear at U.S. military 
academies 

By Chris Boyette, CNN 

updated 6:09 PM EDT, Sat March 31, 201 2 




Active-duty troops and veterans march in the San Diego gay pride parade last July. 



STORY HIGHLIGHTS (CNN) -- In the six months since the repeal of the U.S. military's 

• After repeal of "don't ask, don't "don't ask, don't tell" policy, many of the most prestigious military 
teir policy, cadets are reaching institutions in the country are addinq a student aroup to their club 
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Jay and I met in a chat room online back in 2009. For a year we simply chatted every day. Neither of us 
knew what the other even looked like until late 2009 when we decided to try Skype. From the very first 
day we chatted. Jay and I just clicked. In spite of the fact that Jay was from the Phillipines, we had a lot 
of the same dreams, likes, and values. In 201 0, 1 scraped up all the money I could, and I flew for the 
very first time across the world to visit him. During the 1 5+ hour flight I was filled with anxiety and joy. I 
remember walking out of the airport at night, looking for Jay among so many others waiting there in the 
darkness. I remember spotting him. He was jumping up and down. Needless to say, we were elated! 
For the very first time, we were able to hold each other's hand, put our arms around each other, and 
kiss (in privacy of course!). The two weeks were wonderful and time flew by. Soon, we were faced with 
saying goodbye. 

It hurts me so much to remember that day. I will only say that nobody should have to feel that way. 
After about 6 months, we planned a second trip. This time we traveled to Jay's hometown on Panay 
Island. After those two weeks, we were once again faced with the a painful series of goodbyes. I 
remember trying to not make a big deal about it. I thought that maybe just a hug and get going would 
be easier. No, it wasn't. We embraced each other so very tight. We never wanted to let each other go. 
Even after we let go, I couldn't stop turning back to see him. The final goodbye was a hand wave. Jay 
was on one side of security and I was on the other. I began to lose it; I started to cry intensely, all the 
while trying to hide myself from view. 

When I returned home, Jay and I knew one thing. We couldn't be apart any longer. Because Jay is from 
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Debat e: Gays in the US militar y 



Should gays be allowed to serve openly in the US military? Is "don't ask don't tell" bad (Ed,tl mi lkflI 
policy? 



Background and context 

There is significant debate in the United States as to whether gays should be allowed to serve openly in the US military. The current policy of 
'Don't Ask Don't tell", signed into law in 1993 under the Clinton administration, does not allow it H>ont Ask, Don't Tell* authorizes the discharge of 

an American soldier for coming out as gay, lesbian, or bisexual. 

Unless one of the exceptions to the law applies, the policy 

prohibits anyone who "demonstrated) a propensity or intent to 

engage in homosexual acts* from serving in the armed forces of 

the United States, because it "would create an unacceptable risk 

to the high standards of morale, good order and discipline, and 

unit cohesion that are the essence of military capability." The act 

prohibits any homosexual or bisexual person from disclosing his 
or her sexual orientation or from speaking about any homosexual relationships, including marriages or 

other familial attributes, while serving in the United States armed forces The "don't ask* pan of the policy indicates that superiors should not 
initiate investigation of a servicemember's orientation in the absence of disallowed behaviors, though mere suspicion of homosexual behavior can 
cause an investigation. While President Bush was supportive of "Don't Ask Don't Tell*, President Barack Obama promised to lift the policy and 
allow gays to serve openly in the United States military. This has reinvigorated the debate, which has drawn international attention, as other 
militaries and governments around the world grapple with similar questions. 

See Mftpttfit's article on Voo'task don't tet! p iQ for greater background 
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Debate: Gays in the US military 



Should gays be allowed to serve openly in the US military? Is "don't ask don't tell" bad IEditI lKl IB1 ^ 
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Background and context 

There is significant debate in the United States as to whether gays should be allowed to serve openly in the US military. The current policy of 
"Don't Ask Don't tell 11 , signed into law in 1 993 under the Clinton administration, does not allow it. "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" authorizes the discha 

an American soldier for coming out as gay, lesbian, or bisexual. 
Unless one of the exceptions to the law applies, the policy 
prohibits anyone who "demonstrate(s) a propensity or intent to 
engage in homosexual acts" from serving in the armed forces of 
the United States, because it "would create an unacceptable risk 
to the high standards of morale, good order and discipline, and 
unit cohesion that are the essence of military capability," The act 
prohibits any homosexual or bisexual person from disclosing his 
or her sexual orientation or from speaking about any homosexual relationships, including marriages or 
other familial attributes, while serving in the United States armed forces. The "don't ask" part of the policy indicates that superiors should not 
initiate investigation of a servicemember's orientation in the absence of disallowed behaviors, though mere suspicion of homosexual behavr 
cause an investigation. While President Bush was supportive of "Don't Ask Don't Tell", President Barack Obama promised to lift the policy an 
allow gays to serve openly in the United States military. This has reinvigorated the debate, which has drawn international attention, as other 
militaries and governments around the world grapple with similar questions. 

See W/kipedia's article on "Don't ask don't fe//"rf? for greater background. 
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US Military Gay Pride is on Facebook. To connect with US Military Gay Pride, join Facebook today. 
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Basic Info 



Short Description: Welcome to the first Page on Facebook for US Military Gay Pride. 



Detailed Info 



Description: This group is open to anyone interested in joining. The goal of this page is to create a community of military 
and civilians who wish to network, discuss, and share topics concerning being gay and serving in the US 
military. Topic related websites: http://www.servicemembers.org/ 
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